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The St. Andrew’s-Sewanee School 
mission is:

• to be an inclusive Christian com-
munity in which the Episcopal heri-
tage is central;

• to provide superior preparation for 
college;

• to provide educational opportuni-
ties for those students for whom 
such experiences might not other-
wise be available;

• to bring all members of the com-
munity to a richer spiritual, intellec-
tual, social, physical, and aesthetic 
awareness so that they might lead 
lives of honor and loving service to 
God and to others.

Graduation and Upper School Grade Level Requirements

Graduation requirements are listed as credits that must be accrued within each 
discipline and elective credits that must be accumulated. Core curriculum courses 
may not ordinarily be completed in summer school, though special permission 
may be granted. Students should complete most of the requirements listed below 
in their first years of high school so that study of more depth can be pursued in the 
junior and senior years. 

English: 4 credits 
Math: 3 credits, beginning with Algebra I (4 credits are strongly recommended) 
Science: 3 credits (Conceptual Physics, Chemistry, and Biology) 
History: 3 credits, including U.S. History 
Language: 2 consecutive credits in the same language (in grades 9-12) 
Arts: 1 credit 
Religion: 1 credit (Introduction to Religious Studies) 
Wellness: .5 credit (Health and Fitness) 
Electives: 2 credits 
Total required for graduation: 19.5 credits and 15 Hours of Community Service/
Year Enrolled 

Grade Level Requirements 
• Health and Fitness is taken in the 9th grade. 
• 11th graders are strongly encouraged to enroll in six classes. 
• 12th graders must enroll in a minimum of five classes both semesters. 
• Arts classes may be taken for credit repeatedly. 
• Students wishing to take two math classes in one year must have earned 

an 87 or higher average in their previous math classes and have the 
recommendation of their past math teachers. 

• Religion and two semesters of English are senior year requirements and 
must be taken at SAS. 

• ELL students must complete two consecutive years of ELL or two consecutive 
years of another foreign language.

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

English 9 English 10 English (two) English (two)

History 9 History 10 U.S. History Intro to Religious Studies

Math Math Math 3rd Class

Conceptual Physics Chemistry Biology 4th Class

Foreign Language Foreign Language 5th Class 5th Class

Health & Fitness/Arts Arts 6th Class, encouraged 6th Class, optional

Afternoon Programs (three) Afternoon Programs (three) Afternoon Programs (two) Afternoon Programs (one)

Community Service (15 hours) Community Service (15 hours) Community Service (15 hours) Community Service (15 hours)
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University Classes and Independent Study

Students are expected to exhaust all SAS class possibilities in a subject area before 
taking a University class or designing an Independent Study in that discipline. 
Students must take at least half of their course load at SAS to be considered SAS 
students. 

University Classes  
One of the benefits of being a St. Andrew’s-Sewanee student is the ability to take 
classes at The University of the South, with no additional tuition charge. Seniors 
taking University classes must have an excellent attendance record and a minimum 
average of 85 and an 87 average both for the previous semester and in the specific 
subject area. Juniors taking University classes must have an excellent attendance 
record and a minimum average of 90, in addition to a 90 average both for the 
previous semester and in the specific subject area. All students wishing to take a 
University class must complete the University of the South Student Application 
and Registration Form available in the Bishop Bratton academic office. Requests 
for University classes must be made before the class begins and be approved by 
the Academic Dean. Students may not drop or add a University class after the first 
two weeks of that class. Students must take at least half of their course work at St. 
Andrew’s-Sewanee to be considered St. Andrew’s-Sewanee students. English and 
Religion are considered requirements of the senior year, to be taken at St. Andrew’s-
Sewanee. Enrollment in a University class is not guaranteed and is dependent upon 
space availability and compatibility with the student’s SAS schedule. Students 
should register for their ideal SAS schedule of courses, and adjustments will be 
made as needed and as able. 

Independent Study   
Students interested in pursuing independent study should be advanced students 
(the guideline is a minimum average of 85, and an 87 average for the previous 
semester) who have exhausted other courses in the particular discipline. The 
independent study program should reflect both the student’s interest and an 
experienced faculty sponsor’s willingness to supervise the program. In order to 
pursue independent study, students should, with the faculty sponsor, design an 
independent study project proposal to present to the Curriculum Committee for 
approval at least four weeks prior to the semester in which the course will begin. 
This proposal must be signed by student, teacher, advisor, and parent/guardian, and 
approved by the Curriculum Committee. The proposal should include a statement 
of the goals of the study, meeting times, and means of assessment for each quarter, 
including the project or paper that will serve as the culmination of the independent 
study. Students should plan time for at least one significant meeting period with 
the sponsor each week, and any independent study proposal should require 4-6 
hours per week of study. The final project for an independent study ideally should 
involve a public presentation. Independent studies can only be taken as a 6th class 
in a student’s schedule. 

University Classes, Independent Study, and Your  
College Application 
Students should recognize that earning a grade lower than an 80 in a college class 
or Independent Study can be detrimental to their college application. It is important 
that students seriously weigh the benefits and responsibilities of taking University 
classes or pursuing an Independent Study. 
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Schedule Advice for Our 
Seniors
The strength of the senior 
schedule, both fall and spring 
semesters, is particularly important 
because colleges will look to 
see if students have “maxed out” 
the opportunities available. The 
strongest senior schedule in the 
eyes of  more selective colleges 
would include math, a lab science, 
a 4th or 5th year of foreign 
language--and/or a humanities 
elective and/or a second lab 
science (or some combination of 
these) or one of the other electives. 
Check the requirements for public 
universities in your home state and 
others you may be considering. 
Many public universities now 
require four years of math and 
four years of science for admission. 
Selective private colleges and 
universities expect that you will 
have taken four years of math, 
4 years of science, AND foreign 
language through your senior 
year. Unfortunately, an arts course 
can be seen by some colleges as 
weakening the schedule unless 
it is a 6th course or the student 
is planning to major in an arts-
related area. Seniors should not 
take two arts courses unless the 
student is planning to major in 
the visual or performing arts and 
then only with the approval of 
the College Counselor and/or the 
Academic Dean. 

Grade Level Notes

6th Grade Students take a language sampler, 12-weeks each of Latin, Spanish, 
and Chinese. All courses are predetermined. Sixth graders are encouraged to 
do Afternoon Programs, but they are not required. 

7th Grade Students begin formal language study. Students should plan to 
study this language for at least two years, moving to the second level in 8th 
grade. All other courses are predetermined. In 9th grade, they may continue 
with a third year of that language or change to another language. Seventh 
graders are encouraged to do Afternoon Programs, but they are not required. 

8th Grade Rising 8th graders receive their math course recommendation in 
May. Available options for those who have successfully completed Math 7 
are Algebra I or Pre-Algebra. Chinese II, Latin II, and Spanish II are available to 
8th grade students as they continue their language study. Eighth graders are 
encouraged to do Afternoon Programs, but they are not required. 

9th Grade For those students who took language in 8th grade, the next year 
of that language should be considered the norm. Most 9th graders will take 
English 9, History 9, Math, Conceptual Physics, Language, Health and Fitness, 
and Arts. Ninth grade students take six classes and an afternoon program each 
season (one of which must be physically active). Class Requirements: English 9; 
History 9; Math; Conceptual Physics; Language; Health and Fitness; and Arts.

10th graders, who have not previously had it, normally take Chemistry. 
Conceptual Physics or Biology are options for those who have had Chemistry. 
Almost all 10th graders should be enrolled in language and arts classes, though 
students wishing to take two languages may do so. Tenth graders must take 
six classes and an afternoon program each season (one of which must be 
physically active). Class Requirements: English 10; History 10; Math; Chemistry; 
two more classes (Language, Arts, etc.) 

11th Grade Elective options should be considered as students begin to 
take classes reflecting their individual interests. Eleventh graders must take 
math, Biology, U.S. History, and English. Eleventh graders should continue in 
language. Eleventh graders must take five to six classes (six recommended) 
and two afternoon programs during the year (one of which must be physically 
active). Class Requirements: English (two); U.S. History; Math; Biology; two more 
classes (Language, Arts, or others) 

12th Grade Students must take five to six classes (six recommended) and 
one afternoon program during the year (which must be physically active). All 
elective options should be considered as students plan their course load. Most 
12th graders should continue their study of math and language since selective 
colleges often require four years of math and significant language study. Class 
Requirements: English (two), Religion; three more classes (Math, History, Science, 
Language, Arts, or others) 
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Instructions for Registering for Classes

On the following pages, you will find your class and afternoon program options 
for 2018-2019. Students work with the Academic Dean and/or the College 
Counselor, their advisor, and their parents to discuss options and preferences 
for course selection, considering the following questions. 

• Which classes will give you a comprehensive and broad-based 
education? 

• Will these class choices keep you on schedule to meet graduation 
requirements? 

• Will these class choices position you well for application to the colleges 
and universities to which you are likely to apply? 

There is a one-week drop/add period at the beginning of each semester; 
however, please keep in mind that because SAS builds its faculty assignments 
and schedule on the needs and choices of our students as articulated in pre-
registration, it can be difficult or even impossible to change classes once the 
school year has begun. 

Grades, credits and moving on to the next course
A 60 is a passing grade, and passed Upper School classes are granted credit on 
that basis, but a minimum grade of 70 is required before a student may progress 
to the next level in a math or language class. 

Failure of the second semester of a cumulative course (math, science, history, 
English, or language) will result in failure of the entire course, regardless of the 
first semester grade. 

A Special Note on Math 
The regular progression in math is Algebra I to Geometry to Algebra II. Ideally, 
students should take math through their senior year. Some states now require 
four years of high school math (1 year of math beyond Algebra II) for admission 
to their four-year colleges and universities. Selective private colleges and 
universities expect students to take four years of math through the senior year. 
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Course Offerings 2018-2019
* Indicates a required course

Adventure Education 
*Adventure Education 6, 7, 8 

Arts (1 year required in Upper School) 
*Art, Theatre, Music 6, 7, 8 
Filmmaking (Fall and/or Spring) 
Guitar Ensemble (Fall and/or Spring)
SAS Vocal Ensemble (Fall and/or Spring) 
Theatre Design and Tech (Fall) 
Theatre Arts (Spring) 
Drawing, Painting, and 2-D Design (Fall) 
Functional Pottery (Fall and/or Spring) 
Studio Photography (Fall) 
Photography – Community Connections (Spring)
Technical Drawing: Building, Industrial, and Graphic Design (Spring) 

English (4 years required in Upper School) 
*English 9 
*English 10 
*English 11/12 (4 Courses Required)  

English 11/12 Courses Offered 2018-2019 (1 required in each semester) 
English 11/12 Fall Semester 2018-2019 English 11/12 Spring Semester 2018-2019

Race and Gender in Literature: “It Was a Different Time” American Literature II

American Literature I Madness in Literature

British Literature I British Literature II

Modern and Contemporary Literature and Philosophy Shakespeare Post-1600

Utopian/Dystopian Literature Literary Foundations: The Hero’s Journey

Writing Workshop: Creative Nonfiction Writing Workshop: Multi-Genre Study

History and Humanities (3 years required in Upper School) 
*Humanities 6, 7, 8 
*History 9
*History 10
*U.S. History
Southern Appalachian History (Fall) 
War and Peace: A Study of Interstate Conflict, Security, and Resolution (Spring) 

Innovation 
*Technology 6, 7 
Computing Essentials (Fall)
*IDE8 [Inquire-Discover-Explore-8th grade] 

Interdisciplinary Studies 
Introduction to Art History (Spring) 
Special Studies Seminar: Collaborations Across the Curriculum (Spring)

Language (2 consecutive years of the same language required in Upper School) 
*6th Grade Language Sampler (12 weeks each of Latin, Spanish, and Chinese) 
Chinese I, II, III, IV, V 
ELL: ELL: Intermediate and Integrated Skills, ELL: Advanced for High Proficiency
Latin I, II, III, IV, V 
Spanish I, II, III, IV, V, VI
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Math (3 years required in Upper School) 
*Math 6, 7, Pre-Algebra 
*Algebra I Requirement: Recommendation from the 7th grade math teacher or a final 

grade of 70 or better in Pre-Algebra 
*Geometry Requirement: A final grade of 70 or better in Algebra I 
*Algebra II/Advanced Algebra II Requirement: A final grade of 70 or better in Geometry; 

the advanced section of Algebra II requires a math teacher recommendation 
Algebra III: Functions and an Introduction to Trigonometry (Fall) 
 For students who want to strengthen their algebra skills and have not already had 

Trigonometry or Math Analysis. Requirement: A final grade of 70 or better in Algebra 
II or Advanced Algebra II 

Statistics and Probability (Spring)
 Requirement: A final grade of 70 or better in Algebra II or Advanced Algebra II 
Precalculus: Trigonometry (Fall) 
 For students who have a strong interest in mathematics or the sciences. 

Requirement: A final grade of 85 or better in Algebra II, an 80 or better in Advanced 
Algebra II or Algebra III, or special approval from the math department 

Precalculus: Math Analysis (Spring) 
 For students who have a strong interest in mathematics or the sciences. 

Requirement: A final grade of 85 or better in Algebra II, an 80 or better in Advanced 
Algebra II or Algebra III, or special approval from the math department 

Advanced Statistics 
 A valuable and practical course for everyone, especially students who are 

interested in social sciences, education, business, or economics. Requirement: A 70 
or better in Precalculus or Statistics and Probability 

Calculus 
 For students who have a strong interest in mathematics or who plan to study 

engineering, the physical sciences, business, or economics. Requirements: An 80 
or better in Trigonometry and Math Analysis and the recommendation of the current 
math teacher 

 
Religion (1 year required in 12th Grade) 
*Introduction to Religious Studies 
 
Science (3 years required in Upper School) 
*Science 6, 7, 8 
*Conceptual Physics 
*Chemistry Requirement: Algebra I 
*Biology 
Advanced Biology Requirement: Chemistry and Biology 
Advanced Chemistry Requirement: Chemistry and Biology as a requirement or co-requisite 
Advanced Physics Requirement: An 85 or above in Algebra II and Precalculus as a 
requirement or co-requisite
Archaeology of the Southeastern United States (Fall) 
Forensic Science (Spring) 

Wellness (Health and Fitness recommended in 9th grade) 
*Physical Education 6, 7 
*Health and Fitness (one semester) 

Course Offerings 2018-2019
* Indicates a required course
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Adventure Education   
Adventure Education 6 is an opportunity for students to learn to 
safely explore and enjoy our natural world. The school’s 550-acre 
campus is the setting for most of our activities, which include hiking, 
games, construction projects, map reading, orienteering, and more. 
Students use their imaginations and hone their sense of adventure as 
we work on team building, communication conflict resolution, and 
problem solving skills. 

Adventure Education 7 continues to use the campus as a learning 
laboratory and teaches students two new skill sets: wilderness first 
aid and gardening basics. During the Fall Semester, 7th graders 
reflect on the previous year’s experiences in order to increase their 
judgment and leadership skills. They follow an introductory first 
aid curriculum coupled with more technical outdoor activities such 
as bouldering, rappelling, and strategic games. They must be ready 
at any time to apply their knowledge during spontaneous rescue 
scenarios, which demand swift and sound decision-making. During 
the Spring Semester, the SAS Farm becomes the classroom. Students 
perform three basic tenets of organic gardening: germinating seeds, 
transplanting seedlings, and conditioning the soil.

Adventure Education 8 continues on the SAS Farm. Our goals 
expand to include plant nutrition, pest management, and harvesting 
of crops. The curriculum includes special design projects such as 
water catchment and irrigation systems. In the spring, students 
conclude the Adventure Education curriculum by becoming trip 
leaders. Weekly teams take responsibility for planning wilderness 
scenarios. Each team manages group and gear logistics, delegates 
roles to their peers, and safely completes each scenario.

Arts   
Performing Arts   
Music 6 students perform as an ensemble with a varied repertoire 
of secular and sacred songs in two-part harmony. Vocal production, 
musical terminology, theory, and sight reading are emphasized.

Music 7 students are introduced to more difficult harmonies and 
rhythms than they experienced as 6th graders. They continue to 
study theory including vocabulary, vocal production, and how to be 
good ensemble members. Development of the ear is a major focus.

Music 8 students will ring handbells both semesters of the school 
year. With three octaves of bells, we offer an extraordinary opportunity 
to enhance sight reading skills, technique, and the fun of working 
together as a team of synchronized musicians. This group will be 
performance oriented.

Theatre 6 students walk into the theatre, remove their shoes (if they 
choose), and gather as an ensemble of creative thinkers. Care is taken 
to establish a healthy environment for young people to play. Using a 
game-based curriculum in the style originated by theatre trailblazer 
Viola Spolin, students are introduced to games that have specific 
theatre objectives but are accessed through play. This teaching 
philosophy encourages students of all ages and abilities to participate 
fully and to enjoy the participation of others. 

Theatre 7 builds on the foundation of Theatre 6. Students continue 
to develop their performance skills by participating in increasingly 
sophisticated theatre activities. One example is an introduction 
to masked acting. Masks have been used for centuries both for 
performance and for acting training. In a curriculum based on 
methods that trace back to commedia dell’arte, medieval Japan, and 
ancient Greece, students learn to make mind-body connections and 
delineate choice from impulse. Denied the use of facial expressions, 
students learn to communicate with their entire bodies which, in 
turn, enables them to perform with more expression, intuition, and 
power. 

Theatre 8 students in their previous year studies have seen and 
discussed several live theatre productions and possess a working 
theatre vocabulary. They understand that the actor’s three tools – 
the body, the voice, and the creative mind – are utilized to achieve 
an effective performance. Curriculum threads that continue into 
the 8th grade theatre program are improvisation, game-based 
curriculum, and mask work. New units of theatre education include 
a study of performing Shakespeare. While tackling classical theatre, 
they practice memorizing difficult text, decoding Elizabethan verse, 
and formally presenting heightened language. At the same time, 
they broaden their familiarity with some of literature’s most famous 
passages and plays. Three years of middle school drama class leaves 
them stronger, more able to creatively collaborate, able to appreciate 
dramatic art, or, if they choose, ready to continue as theatre artists. 

Visual Arts   
Visual Arts 6 meets in the art studio twice a week. Sixth grade artists 
engage in a variety of processes and techniques and experiment 
with many materials. We consider the traditional use of our tools and 
media as well as contemporary approaches. We maintain a process 
portfolio in our sketchbooks and create a portfolio for exhibition at 
year’s end. We talk and write about our art, the art of others, and the 
role of art in our contemporary culture and in history. The themes 
of 6th grade art explore our campus as studio and place-based art. 
The outline listed for the year is organic and will evolve as we cross 
disciplinary lines and generate enthusiasm in specific directions. 

Full Year Courses
Students must complete the full year to receive credit for these classes.
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Full Year Courses continued
Students must complete the full year to receive credit for these classes.

Visual Arts 7 meets in the 2-D studio twice a week. We engage in a 
great variety of processes and techniques and experiment with many 
materials. We will consider the traditional use of our tools and media 
as well as contemporary approaches. We will maintain a process 
portfolio in our sketchbooks and create a portfolio for exhibition at 
year’s end. We will talk and write about our art, the art of others, and 
the role of art in our contemporary culture and in history. The themes 
of 7th grade art explore the relationships between art, design, and 
everyday life. 

Visual Arts 8 investigates the elements of form and design in 3-D 
through two distinct semester courses: Drawing and Painting and Clay. 
In Drawing and Painting, students work with a variety of media and 
continue to explore unity of form through line, shape color, texture, 
and tonal value. Students examine how individuals interact with the 
spaces around them, learn to draw 3-D space in a representational 
manner, and invent imaginary spaces. In Clay, students acquire the 
basic skills of hand-building and throwing on the potter’s wheel, 
exploring how form and design relate to the purpose and function 
of a piece. Students develop confidence in their ability to engage 
in an artistic endeavor. They conceive of and execute work, using 
imagination and self-discipline to follow through with all the steps 
necessary to complete a project successfully. 

English   
English 9 encourages students to think logically, analytically, critically, 
and independently. Novels, short stories, poems, and plays are used 
to promote a love of reading and encourage an awareness of theme, 
characterization, conflict, setting, point of view, style, tone, and literary 
devices. Students expand their vocabularies while improving their 
reading and writing skills. Writing exercises focus on basic sentence 
structure, punctuation usage, paragraph structure, and logical essay 
format. In addition to formal essays, students discover their own 
voices through creative writing. Students are also introduced to the 
basic principles of literary research and documentation. Texts may 
include The Odyssey, Macbeth, A Raisin in the Sun, Lord of the Flies, 
Oedipus Rex, and The Bean Trees. 

English 10 focuses on the development of reasoning skills and writing 
techniques. Class discussion and writing assignments emphasize 
critical thinking, with personal and analytical essays evolving from 
the assigned essays, novels, poetry, and short stories. Reading in 
English 10 focuses on world literature, especially the literature 
of Africa, India, the Middle East, China, and Japan and is taught in 
conjunction with the 10th grade World History II course to broaden 
the students’ understanding and appreciation of different cultures. 
Through reading and discussing non-Western texts, we emphasize 
the impact of historical events on the development of individuals, 
communities, and nations. 

History and Humanities   
Humanities 6 focuses on ancient civilizations and the Middle Ages. 
Mythology and historical fiction are used to build critical reading 
skills and enhance the study of history. Students gain mastery of 
world geography. 

Humanities 7 Humanities 7 integrates Language Arts with a survey 
of early U.S. History that examines Native American issues, the U.S. 
Constitution, the origins of our founding principles, the industrial 
revolution, and the divisive conflict over slavery. Students develop 
critical reading skills through daily independent reading coupled 
with shared reading that enriches the history curriculum. The writing 
workshop reinforces and enhances basic composition skills and 
immerses students in the process approach to writing in a variety of 
genres, from free-verse poetry to book reviews to the five-paragraph 
essay.

Humanities 8 studies U.S. History from the Civil War through 
the present. Classic U.S. literature of the time reinforces historical 
understanding as well as providing a basis for studying the elements 
of fiction. Writing exercises continue to emphasize a process 
approach. Students work in a variety of genres with an emphasis on 
the essay. The course is writing intensive. Required texts include Joy 
Hakim’s series, A History of US; The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark 
Twain; Animal Farm by George Orwell; and To Kill a Mockingbird by 
Harper Lee. Articles, short stories, and primary sources supplement 
these and readings of the students’ own choosing. 

History 9 places an emphasis on “making” history through the 
production of contested versions of the past.  This course examines 
the complexity of the human experience in texts, contexts, and 
critiques across time and place.  It seeks to instill the judgment, 
empathy, and cultural literacy needed for civic participation.  History 
9 fosters the development of historical thinking skills and essential 
skills in reading, collaboration, writing, and speaking.  An introduction 
to research methods is an integral feature.  Consistent with the 
vision to value and empower the many voices of our community 
and the grade-level theme (“Who am I?”), History 9 also traces the 
construction of the self through selected readings and visual media 
from global history. Requirement: Grade 9.

History 10 places an emphasis on the twin themes of perspectives 
and processes in the global past and present.  It examines the 
complexity of the modern world with consideration to historical 
antecedents.  Cultural geography and political simulation are integral 
features.  History 10 fosters the refinement of historical thinking 
skills and essential skills in reading, research, collaboration, writing, 
and speaking introduced in History 9.  Consistent with the goals of 
a place-based education and the grade-level theme (“Where am I?”), 
History 10 also investigates those interesting questions that arise 
at the juncture where global processes intersect with their local 
manifestations. Requirement: Grade 10.

U.S. History is a study of United States’ history from pre-Columbian 
America through the Cold War. Students study the major political, 
social, economic and cultural aspects of the American experience 
through extensive use of original documents. Broad themes are 
explored, including independence and constitutional government, 
sectionalism and civil war, industrialism and the foundations of 
modern American, and the responsibility of citizenship. Analytical 
writing assignments include document-based essays. Students 
complete a major research paper in the second semester. 
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Innovation   
Technology 6 helps students develop their research skills in this 
information literacy-based course. Students conduct research and 
create reports and presentations using desktop software and iOS 
applications. In addition, 6th graders are introduced to coding 
through HTML and learn to design and code a web page. 

Technology 7 focuses on programming and design. Through the use 
of multiple programming applications, students create interactive 
games and animations. Students create original digital work 
using 3-D modeling programs and imaging software applications. 
Internet research and computer skills are integrated throughout the 
curriculum. 

IDE8 [Inquire-Discover-Explore-8th grade] allows students to 
explore their passions through a self-directed sustained project or 
projects. Working with faculty co-facilitators, 8th grade students will 
determine what they learn, how they learn it, and how they share 
their discoveries. The course will be designed to foster creativity 
and encourage lifelong learning by giving the students time and a 
framework (or structure) for learning, provide 8th graders with a 
meaningful capstone academic experience that synthesizes material 
from multiple disciplines, and create a student-driven learning 
experience that appropriately challenges and motivates each 
individual student. 

Language   
Chinese   
Introduction to Chinese (6th Grade) is a 12-week course in Chinese 
language and culture. Students are introduced to Chinese geography, 
history, and cultural heritage, as well as elementary language. Games, 
art handcraft work, cooking food, Chinese painting, and calligraphy 
will integrate language elements with cultural themes. 

Chinese I students learn pronunciation patterns, tones, and basic 
grammatical structures. While the focus of the class is primarily on 
oral proficiency, with students learning phrases and conversational 
Chinese, students will also learn to read, write, and type basic Chinese 
characters. At the end of this course, students will have acquired 
the ability to ask and answer questions and conduct meaningful 
conversations in Chinese. Units on Chinese history and culture will 
complement the language portion of the course. 

Chinese II is a continuation of Chinese I with emphasis on listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing complex sentences and Chinese 
characters. Students will continue developing the four basic language 
skills: speaking, listening, reading, and writing in Mandarin Chinese. 
More Chinese characters will be introduced in this class. Classes are 
interactive with students participating in games, dialogues, oral 
presentation, and imaginative tasks. Students continue to explore 
Chinese culture through Chinese legends, history stories, movies, 
cooking, and handicraft making.

Chinese III students continue to develop their aural understanding, 
speaking, reading, and writing of Mandarin Chinese. Grammatical 
constructions introduced in Chinese I and II will be practiced in this 
course with increasing sophistication in style and usage. Students 

are required to comprehend and produce paragraph-level Chinese. 
Students will participate in rigorous practice of spoken and written 
Chinese in complex communicative activities. Students will also do 
intensive reading of expository writings on a variety of cultural topics 
and current issues in China and in the world. 

Chinese IV is further training in listening comprehension and oral 
expression. Students continue working on the writing system, 
emphasizing the acquisition of an acceptable expository writing skill. 
Throughout the course, students develop necessary knowledge of 
Chinese, including pronunciation, vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, 
grammatical structures, and written characters. The course also helps 
students broaden their worldview by comparing Chinese cultural 
products, practices, and perspectives with those of their own society. 
With this background, students can ultimately move beyond a basic 
knowledge of Chinese culture to an understanding of how this 
reflects a Chinese worldview. Language and culture are inseparable; 
knowledge of Chinese culture is an integral part of this language and 
culture course. 

Chinese V continues to develop proficiency at the intermediate-
advanced level. This course improves students’ Chinese language 
skills and knowledge of the culture with an emphasis on reading and 
writing. Students are required to speak Chinese as much as possible. 
The instructor conducts the course primarily in Chinese.

English Language Learner   
ELL: Intermediate for Integrated Skills Students learn more 
advanced grammar structures and sophisticated vocabulary. 
Vocabulary development and readings from a variety of sources 
help students comprehend increasingly difficult texts. Recordings 
of various conversations and reports are analyzed for listening 
comprehension. There is a focus on developing critical thinking 
skills and using them to formulate strong oral or written responses 
to questions concerning students’ own opinions or academic texts 
using appropriate vocabulary, word usage, and sentence structure.

ELL: Advanced for High Proficiency Students continue developing 
skills in preparation for the academic work they encounter in high 
school and college courses and the TOEFL. Students practice 
summarizing, paraphrasing, note taking, and categorizing skills. Class 
discussions and homework assignments focus on integrating various 
skills in order to produce clearly organized and coherent essays or 
oral responses that exhibit control of advanced vocabulary, word 
choice, and sentence structures.

Full Year Courses continued
Students must complete the full year to receive credit for these classes.
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Latin   
Introduction to Latin (6th Grade) is a 12-week survey course for 
beginning foreign language learners. The textbook, Minimus, is 
geared for this type of course and age of learner. Minimus follows the 
adventures of a mouse in Roman Britain. Basic linguistic principles are 
introduced with a focus on recognizing Latin vocabulary as the origin 
for most English words and learning how Roman culture has been a 
constant throughout Western History. 

Latin I students follow Unit One of the Cambridge Latin Course (CLC), 
a reading-intensive approach that prefers visual and intuitive senses 
to understand language rather than the traditional memorization of 
paradigms. Each chapter introduces one or two linguistic concepts, 
just like traditional texts, but the CLC more fully integrates an 
interesting and continuous story line for subsequent chapters that 
educates students also in the fascinating cultural background of 
Roman affairs in the ancient Mediterranean world. Unit One is set 
in Pompeii and follows the family of Lucius Caecilius Iucundus, an 
historical character whose family actually lived in Pompeii before 
Mt. Vesuvius erupted in A.D. 79. Students also focus on a “Checklist 
Vocabulary” for each chapter, recognizing a core set of words that 
will set them at a great advantage in English classes, the SAT, and 
everyday life. 

Latin II Unit Two of the CLC follows the same pattern as Unit One and 
builds on its linguistic foundation but introduces students to a new 
locale. Mt. Vesuvius has erupted and Caecilius’ son Quintus escapes 
to Roman Britain near the Fishbourne Roman Palace, where a new set 
of characters are introduced. In the second half of Unit Two, Quintus 
recalls his initial travels after the eruption to Alexandria, Egypt. By 
the end of Unit Two, students have learned enough Latin that they 
are beginning to recognize grammatical paradigms that students 
of older more traditional texts are accustomed to, but they can read 
lengthier passages of Latin more quickly, with greater understanding 
and more enjoyment. 

Latin III Unit Three of the CLC builds on Unit Two’s linguistic 
foundation, picking up in the Roman province of Britain, in the city 
of Aqua Sulae, or modern day Bath. Quintus is involved in various 
adventures, negotiating his way between a native king (Cogidubnus, 
or “C-Dub” as coined by SAS students) and an unscrupulous Roman 
official by the name of Salvius, who served under the famous Agricola 
(immortalized by his son-in-law the Roman historian Tacitus). By the 
end of Unit Three, students have learned enough about Latin that they 
recognize most of the grammatical paradigms that students of older 
more traditional texts are accustomed to, but they can read lengthier 
passages of Latin more quickly, with greater understanding and more 
enjoyment. Their knowledge of subjunctive usages exceeds that of 
traditional-text students. The quality of cultural information the 
CLC texts provide is outstanding, and students by now have a good 
working knowledge of Roman cultural history in a variety of areas: 
theatre, gladiators, food, rhetoric, political process, Roman Britain, 
Roman Egypt, glass making, religions, military, and farming among 
many other topics. 

Latin IV Unit Four of the CLC builds on Unit Three’s linguistic 
foundation. In Unit Four the setting moves to Rome, a few years 
before the events from Unit Three in Britain. These stories follow 

Salvius and his ally Haterius along with several other aristocrats and 
ordinary citizens (plebeians). Salvius coordinates the famous downfall 
of the emperor Domitian’s wife. Before the end of this unit, students 
have been introduced to most every grammatical feature of the Latin 
language, so after a few Stages in Unit Four we may turn to reading 
actual Latin authors as determined by student interest. Lately we’ve 
read Caesar, Catullus, Petronius, and Vergil. We also have the luxury 
at SAS to change course slightly and study Greek. It is an excellent 
opportunity for students—they are usually eager for this—and their 
background in Latin helps them acquire the rudiments of this third 
sister language rather easily. By the end, they can often read the 
koine Greek of the New Testament with reasonable facility.

Latin V students collaborate with the instructor to focus on reading 
ancient Latin texts. The variety of choices is wide, but some of the 
more commonly selected authors we’ve recently read are: Caesar, 
Cicero, Apuleius, Vergil, Horace, Catullus, Petronius, Seneca and 
Lucretius. This advanced class is roughly the equivalent of a third or 
fourth year college course.

Spanish   
Introduction to Spanish (6th Grade) is a 12-week course introducing 
students to the richness of the Spanish language and the diversity of 
cultures that can be found in the countries where Spanish is spoken. 
Students learn basic vocabulary and introductory grammar through 
songs, games, and the use of simple sentences. Students will work 
to develop skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing correct 
Spanish. 

Spanish I is an introduction to Spanish language and Hispanic 
cultures. Students learn grammar and vocabulary and develop their 
speaking and listening skills. They construct, practice, and present 
simple dialogues and essays. 

Spanish II students begin the year with a thorough review of grammar 
and basic skills of conversation and strengthen those skills. In pairs 
and in groups, they write paragraphs and short stories, working to 
expand vocabulary. 

Full Year Courses continued
Students must complete the full year to receive credit for these classes.
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Spanish III students review grammar and are responsible for 
using constructions that are more sophisticated in written and oral 
communication. Students work in groups to research topics and 
present their findings in Spanish to the class. 

Spanish IV students focus on improving communication and 
comprehension skills through a study of some of the most important 
legends of Latin America. We continue to focus on vocabulary and 
grammar. 

Spanish V is designed to give students a deeper insight into the 
culture and history of Latin America and Spain through a study of 
films, music, and important texts written by contemporary Hispanic 
authors. Students are asked to keep a journal in Spanish, and they 
also turn in short papers every week in order to improve their writing 
skills. The class is conducted entirely in Spanish, and students are 
expected to actively participate during class discussions. 

Spanish VI is an advanced level language course conducted 
completely in Spanish that focuses on the culture and history of 
Spain and Latin America. Students build on proficiency-based skills: 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Students use literature, 
current events, and movies as points of departure for class discussions, 
presentations, and papers. Students keep a Spanish journal, which is 
checked and corrected to help improve vocabulary and grammar 
usage.

Math   
Math 6 focuses on the basic building blocks for higher level 
mathematics. Students learn to identify numbers and operations, 
represent order, compare numbers, and estimate. Algebra is used 
to analyze and introduce symbols to generalize patterns, recognize 
properties of operations, and analyze change in various situations. 
Students are introduced to geometric concepts and taught to analyze 
and describe the characteristics and properties of 2-D and 3-D shapes, 
locate and specify points on a grid, and use geometric concepts such 
as symmetry and transformations. Students learn to determine time, 
length, perimeter, area, weight, capacity, and temperature. Students 
collect, organize, analyze, interpret, and display data in tables and 
graphs and determine the probabilities of outcomes in simple 
experiments. All concepts are taught with an emphasis on solving 
real-world problems. 

Math 7 students develop their skills in working with fractions, 
decimals, percentages, measurement ratio and proportion, area, and 
volume, with an emphasis on understanding in order to increase their 
problem-solving abilities. They study probability, the real number 
system, equations, and the coordinate plane. Students consider ideas 
underlying these concepts: Why is a particular skill needed? What 
kind of problems will it help solve? Mathematics is presented in a 
manner that is worthwhile, interesting, entertaining, and relevant. 

Pre-Algebra focuses on the basic math skills and abstract thinking 
in preparation for algebra. The first semester is spent working on 
integers, fractions, decimals, and percents as well as manipulations 
such as addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. Students 
expand their knowledge of numbers by discussing topics such 

as exponents, factors, ratios, proportions, patterns, equations, 
inequalities, triangles, area, and volume. The second semester 
introduces basic algebra including variables, algebraic expressions, 
functions, and graphing. 

Algebra I students study the real number system and the basic 
structure of algebra. Major topics include solving linear equations 
and inequalities in one and two variables, systems of linear equations, 
laws of exponents, and basic factoring. Special attention is given to 
graphing and writing linear equations. Requirement: Recommendation 
from the 7th grade math teacher or a final grade of 70 or better in Pre-
Algebra 

Geometry students learn about axiomatic systems and to use 
inductive and deductive reasoning to develop geometric proofs. 
Students define, classify, and measure 2-D and 3-D figures. They 
study geometric relationships such as congruence and similarity. 
Students explore and develop the use of geometric modeling to 
solve problems. Requirement: A final grade of 70 or better in Algebra I 

Algebra II/Advanced Algebra II students learn about the function 
concept, in terms of both equations and graphs, with emphasis 
placed on several major function types: linear, polynomial, rational, 
exponential, logarithmic, and piece-wise. The quadratic form is 
studied in detail, and students gain proficiency in solving contextual 
problems. Students in the advanced section study each topic in 
greater depth and are introduced to some precalculus topics. 
Requirement: A final grade of 70 or better in Geometry. Placement in the 
advanced section requires a recommendation from the current math 
teacher

Advanced Statistics is an activity-based course. Students study how 
statistics are produced, used, and misused in business, government, 
psychology, law, sports, medicine, and other fields. There is an 
emphasis on how statistical information can be communicated or 
displayed effectively. Students will study probability models and how 
they are used in conjunction with survey and experiment design. 
Statistics is designed for students who are interested in the social 
sciences, business, education, or economics. Requirement: A 70 or 
better in Precalculus or Statistics and Probability 

Calculus students study the derivative and integral as the limiting 
results of infinite processes. They learn standard computational 
techniques, proofs of the major theorems, and methods for applying 
the theory to applications in the sciences. This course is designed 
for students who have a strong interest in mathematics or who plan 
to study science, engineering, business, or economics in college. 
Requirements: An 80 or better in Trigonometry and Math Analysis and 
the recommendation of the current math teacher

Full Year Courses continued
Students must complete the full year to receive credit for these classes.
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Religion   
Introduction to Religious Studies is an exploration of religion as a 
phenomenon common to humanity. Students develop tools for the 
study of any religious tradition. They learn language and method 
for theological thinking with particular emphasis on the religions 
birthed of the Abrahamic tradition. Through seminars, essay writing, 
and research projects, students reflect on the theoretical material 
presented. At the conclusion of the course, each student articulates 
a personal creedal statement in light of a full year’s experience 
examining the phenomenon of religion. 

Science   
Science 6 focuses on hands-on exploration and development of a 
deeper understanding of science by measuring, observing, and 
discovering the connections between physical events. The goal of 
the year is to generate a genuine sense of wonder and awe about the 
world around us. In this course, students explore forces, motion, and 
energy, the composition of matter, physical and chemical changes, 
and an investigation of human body systems. Students are introduced 
to the scientific method and data collection.

Science 7 Science 7 introduces students to the geology of the 
Cumberland Plateau, topography, landforms, and mapmaking, 
using this focus to develop a deeper understanding of Earth’s 
geologic processes. During the third quarter, there is a unit on 
human reproduction and genetics. The year concludes with units 
on natural resource use, human impacts on Earth’s resources, and an 
introduction to climate change. Throughout the school year, students 
maintain a neat and orderly scientific notebook, using it to record 
and document all experiments, fieldwork, and hands on activities 
following scientific guidelines.

Science 8 uses the campus as a laboratory. Using an integrated 
approach, students study the properties of water, the water cycle, 
wetlands and wetland habitats, photosynthesis, biology, botany, water 
quality, chemistry, water treatment, conservation, and ecosystem 
dynamics. An on-going wetlands monitoring project that includes 
water, soil, and plant analysis provides an “umbrella” for fieldwork and 
building skills in data collection, graphing, and analysis, as well as the 
opportunity to participate in a multi-year project that has resulted 
in published research. The wetland theme serves as a framework for 
integrating the sciences and learning by doing. The year culminates 
in original student-designed research projects. Throughout the year, 
students maintain detailed and meticulous scientific notebooks, use 
scientific instrumentation, become accomplished in the scientific 
method, and communicate science through writing and oral 
presentations. 

Conceptual Physics students construct representations of physical 
phenomena using a modeling approach. They analyze the results 
of investigations to form mathematical and conceptual models and 
deploy them in problem-solving contexts. These skills are universal 
to science and will help them in subsequent science courses. Specific 
topics of study include: one-dimensional kinematics, interactions 
between forces and matter, conservation of energy, and waves. 

Chemistry is a basic course of chemistry, emphasizing mastery of 
stoichiometry, lab skills, and experimental design. Students study 
topics such as modern atomic theory, thermochemistry, oxidation-
reduction, kinetic theory, and solution chemistry. Requirement: 
Algebra I 

Biology exposes students to many aspects of biology, from unseen 
forms of life to population mechanics. Students will explore natural 
processes through labs, scientific research, and logical reasoning in 
order to better understand the world around them. 

Advanced Biology is a laboratory intensive science elective intended 
to further students’ knowledge and appreciation of selected topics 
from the introductory Biology course. Topics include cellular structure 
and processes, genetics, evolution, ecology, and biotechnology. 
Students explore these topics through readings, discussion, and 
hands-on activities and engage in more advanced laboratory 
techniques such as gel electrophoresis. Requirement: Chemistry and 
Biology 

Advanced Chemistry presents chemistry at the college level, using 
Chemistry: A Molecular Approach (3rd ed.) by Nivaldo J. Tro, a college 
text for general chemistry. This text has extensive internet-based 
supplemental and tutorial materials. Students spend substantial time 
outside of class learning and drilling the material. Laboratory work 
is included and students are offered opportunities to participate 
in research, which may include interacting with the Chemistry 
Department at the University of the South. Each year students in this 
course prepare a Chemystery of Halloween show for area 5th graders. 
Requirement: Chemistry and Requirement or Co-requisite: Biology 

Advanced Physics explores the behavior of matter as it moves, collides, 
slides, rebounds, and spins. We will study mechanics, waves, light, 
sound, electricity, and magnetism. Our explorations will include lab 
activities, problem solving, and real-world applications. Requirement: 
An 85 or above in Algebra II and Precalculus as a requirement or co-
requisite

Wellness   
Physical Education and Health 6 and 7 is designed to increase 
students’ stamina, endurance, and overall fitness. Students are taught 
ways to deal positively with their mistakes as well as the mistakes of 
their classmates. Age-appropriate activities are designed to improve 
fundamental skills while promoting self-esteem and a sense of well-
being. Lead up games, hand-eye coordination activities, and the 
concept of “fierce and friendly” play are emphasized. z

Full Year Courses continued
Students must complete the full year to receive credit for these classes.
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Arts  
Performing Arts  
Filmmaking Filmmaking will cover both the physical and artistic 
elements of filmmaking, while giving students hands-on practice in 
both filming and editing their work. Topics covered will include the 
mechanics of filming, elements of cinematography and film design, 
and video editing using Adobe Premiere Pro. Analysis of film will also 
be integrated so that students see how the mechanical elements of 
film are handled by professional filmmakers and directors. 

Guitar Ensemble provides students of any skill level an opportunity 
not only to read music in a group, but also to learn practical and 
fun ways to use the musical tools that a guitar (or bass guitar) 
player needs to perform all styles of music. The class will focus on 
basic skills with more advanced students helping less experienced 
players, as well as having solo opportunities while playing with the 
group. Guitar is a versatile instrument capable of rhythm, harmony, 
and melody. All three musical elements will be explored in the class. 
Combining multiple guitar players into a group, all playing together, 
will offer students the ensemble experience that other instruments 
get through bands or orchestra. Students will perform on campus a 
minimum of four times with possible performances off campus as 
well. Students will be required to attend a minimum of two concerts 
each semester at the University of the South or elsewhere and will 
turn in a written critique of each performance. Each student will 
choose a performance project that will be graded as their final exam. 
This class may be taken repeatedly for credit. 

SAS Vocal Ensemble The purpose of this course is to enable students 
to develop basic performance techniques in a small ensemble 
setting through the study of a variety of musical genres appropriate 
to high school level students.  Ensemble will focus on vocal music 
with student supplied accompaniment based on availability of 
instrumental talent from the student pool.  Emphasis will be placed 
on vocal independence, expressiveness, and stylistic authenticity.  
A basic understanding of theory will be gained through weekly 
rehearsals.  Singers who read music will be a welcome addition, but 
it is not required for those who have excellent ears.  Instrumentalists 
will need to be independent with regards to ability to play, but 
ensemble will be conducted.  Individual students may be asked 
to provide music or lead hymn singing in chapel with instruction 
regarding chapel process provided.  Students will perform on campus 
a minimum of four times with possible performances off campus as 
well.  Students will be required to attend a minimum of two concerts 
each semester at the University of the South or elsewhere and will 
turn in a written critique of each performance.  Each student will 
choose a performance project that will be graded as their final exam. 
This class may be taken repeatedly for credit. 

Theatre Design and Tech introduces students to the artistic side of 
technical theatre, as well as giving them the experience of hands-
on work in each area of design. The focus will be on designing for 
the theatre, and will include such topics as script analysis, scenic 
design, costume design, and lighting design. Each area of design 
will be delved into further with related skills such as drawing, model 
construction, and compiling research. Students must offer 12 hours 
(in 4 hour increments) to the construction, installation, and strike of 

the realized designs for the fall play. These hours will be completed 
in the evening or on a weekend, as dictated by the needs of the play. 

Visual Arts   
Drawing, Painting, and 2-Dimensional Design introduces students 
to the fundamentals of visual self-expression. Students will explore 
unity of form through line, shape, color, texture, and tonal value using 
a variety of drawing and painting media. Students will begin to study 
the history of art through slide viewings, discussions, critiques, and 
research assignments. Visits to the SAS Gallery, the University of the 
South, and regional museums provide exposure to a wide variety of 
contemporary artists. A prime objective of these classes is to enhance 
students’ ability both to see and to articulate what they have seen 
in a way that is insightful and intelligent. Assignments will become 
increasingly student-generated as the semester progresses and 
students pursue personal and independent themes. The semester 
evaluation will be based on a final critique and presentation. This 
class may be taken repeatedly for credit. 

Functional Pottery allows students to learn the basic techniques of 
working with clay both on and off the wheel. Students will explore the 
properties of clay – its possibilities, potential, and limitations – working 
with different forms and decorations to produce pieces, which can be 
used. As students develop stronger skills, more complex and multi-
faceted forms will be explored. Work will be fired in both reduction 
and soda-salt kilns. Assigned projects are changed regularly to reflect 
increasing skills. This class may be taken repeatedly for credit. 

Studio Photography is a digital photography course investigating 
use of the photographic image to compose a visual narrative. 
Students will combine digital photographic technologies to produce 
expressive and meaningful images focused on the relationship 
between aesthetic, application, and social/commercial impact. 
Industry professionals working in photojournalism, portraiture, event 
photography, advertising, and print production will help to guide 
student-led projects. Class discussion will combine a series of short 
lectures and workshops to explore the history of photography, studio 
equipment exploration, lighting, and digital editing.

Fall Semester Courses
Students will receive half credits for these classes.
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English 11/12   
(Juniors and Seniors must choose one course)
American Literature I (to 1900) focuses on American literature from 
the late fifteenth through the nineteenth centuries, from the early days 
of settlers and colonists to the development of a distinct literary and 
cultural identity with the birth of a new country. We will study a variety 
of perspectives involved in the settlement of Europeans inhabiting 
the New World and eventually establishing their independence. 
These diverse literary voices will present the cultural prospects and 
challenges facing American society undergoing transformation. 
Students will compare and contrast numerous works of poetry 
and prose while pursuing corresponding historical developments. 
In response to their reading and class discussions, they will write a 
variety of compositions. Texts may include: The Norton Anthology of 
American Literature, Shorter 8th edition, Vol I: Beginnings to 1865 and 
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne.

British Literature I (British Literature to 1800) students read 
representative British works ranging from the Anglo-Saxon period 
through 1800 and varying in genre from poetry to essays (general 
and personal), short stories, and novels. The students continue 
to develop analytical and critical skills (in both prepared and 
spontaneous writing), while they also refine their individual styles by 
writing personal essays and journals. An important emphasis of the 
course is the development of students’ abilities to read and interpret 
poetry in all its forms. In addition, students often address recurring 
themes of the course through their own creative writing, in original 
short stories and poetry, as well as occasionally in the forms of the 
works studied (such as the Anglo-Saxon poem, the heroic couplet, 
the ballad, and the sonnet). The study of vocabulary, grammar, and 
syntax is an important component of the class. Texts may include: 
Beowulf, Le Morte d’Arthur, The Canterbury Tales, The Norton Anthology 
of Poetry, poetry selections by Thomas Wyatt, Christopher Marlowe, 
Walter Raleigh, and William Shakespeare, and Hamlet.

Modern and Contemporary Literature and Philosophy is a 
continuation of Ancient and Medieval Literature and Philosophy. in 
this course, students examine literature that engages various strands 
of philosophical thought, from the early modern to the contemporary 
era. Students explore, alongside some of the major writers of our 
times, such philosophical questions as the nature of God, the 
nature of humanity, the meaning and purpose of human existence, 
and the nature of reality and time. In class discussions and written 
commentaries, students trace the history of philosophical thought 
and examine how the creative imagination has transformed ideas into 
literature. Texts may include: Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf, No Exit 
by Jean Paul Sartre, Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett, Ceremony 
by Leslie Marmon Silko, and History of Love by Nicole Krauss.

Race and Gender in Literature: “It Was a Different Time” explores 
how society, race, gender, and ethnicity are not just descriptions 
of physical attributes, of skin color, of how we were born, or of 
our similarities; they are woven into the very fiber of our social 
institutions and are used to determine our perceived worth, 
intelligence, motivations, strengths, and weaknesses, as well as what 
we like, where we live, and our very culture. In this course, students 
will look at a variety of literature and explore the complex dynamics 
of these systems of oppression. We will examine social identities 
and institutional arrangements with a focus on inequality, exclusion, 
and devaluation. Texts may include: Gone with the Wind by Margaret 
Mitchell, The Taming of the Shrew by William Shakespeare, 1984 by 
George Orwell, and The Call of Cthulhu and Other Weird Stories by H.P. 
Lovecraft.

Writing Workshop: Creative Nonfiction Creative Nonfiction 
provides students with the tools and guidance needed to critically 
analyze the writing of contemporary nonfiction writers, as well 
as instruction and feedback in replicating the form. Through the 
workshop format, students will develop skills in both giving and 
receiving thoughtful comments that aid in the growth of all young 
writers. Texts may include: Winding Roads: Exercises in Creative 
Nonfiction by Diane Thiel, Autobiography of a Face by Lucy Grealy, 
and Truth and Beauty by Ann Patchett.

Utopian/Dystopian Literature      provides students with an 
opportunity to investigate common themes, subjects, and characters 
of dystopian/utopian literature as well as the philosophical basis of 
a Eutopian world. We will begin by looking at the utopian ideology 
through Thomas Moore’s Utopia and excerpts of Plato’s Republic. 
From there we will jump into the dystopian worlds of imperfect 
Eutopian structures. We will look at the ramifications of attempting a 
perfect society, such as the loss of privacy, conflicts with individuality, 
the necessity of censorship, the inaccuracies of information, and the 
human tendency to corrupt such attempts through self-interest. Texts 
may include: The Utopian Reader edited by Gregory Claeys and Lyman 
Tower Sargent, The Machine Stops by E. M. Forster, Standing Woman 
by Yasutaka Tsutsui, The Lottery by Shirley Jackson, Welcome to the 
Monkey House and/or Player Piano by Kurt Vonnegut, We by Yevgeny 
Zamyatin, 1984 by George Orwell, Brave New World by Aldous Huxley, 
Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood.

Fall Semester Courses continued
Students will receive half credits for these classes.
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Fall Semester Courses continued
Students will receive half credits for these classes.

History and Humanities   
Southern Appalachian History exposes students to an overview 
of the history of the southern Appalachian Region from its earliest 
European explorers and their interaction with Native Americans to its 
settlement by various ethnic groups. There will be a heavy historical 
emphasis on events in the late 19th century up to the present and how 
those events have shaped the formation of the Appalachian region. 
This course is a multidisciplinary introduction to southern Appalachian 
culture, history, and society that will use historical accounts, fiction, 
poetry, autobiographies, music, and documentary film. It will examine 
how and why the central and southern Appalachian Mountains came 
to be viewed as a distinct region, “Appalachia,” and it will examine 
Appalachia’s place in American life. We will encounter the region’s 
rich, rural social life including kinship and neighborhood institutions; 
coal mining history, community patterns, and labor struggles; 
gender; the experiences of Native Americans, African Americans, and 
Eastern Europeans in Appalachia; inequality and poverty; community 
politics and grassroots struggles; and current environmental issues 
including mountaintop removal and coal mining. We will also explore 
the notion that Appalachia instills in its residents an abiding sense of 
place that fortifies those who stay and consoles, beckons, or haunts 
those who leave. The course will complicate assumptions about the 
uniqueness of the Appalachian region, and about who lives there and 
how they live. All members of the class will be expected to participate 
in all class activities and to draw upon their own experiences as well 
as class materials for class discussions.

Innovation  
Computing Essentials, a one-semester introductory course, will 
familiarize students with the basic principles of computing related 
to operating systems and software applications used on personal 
computers and mobile devices. Students will practice using education-
focused applications such as word processors, spreadsheets, and 
presentation software, as well as learn how to effectively use cloud 
based storage systems and follow email protocols. Principles of digital 
literacy and cybersecurity will be emphasized and activities will allow 
students to deepen their understanding of social and ethical issues 
related to use of the Internet and digital information. The course will 
include lessons on logic and algorithms as used in programming 
languages (such as Scratch, Snap, or Switch). After this class, students 
will be prepared to progress to programming or robotics courses.

Math   
Algebra III: Functions and an Introduction to Trigonometry is 
designed to help students review, clarify, and refresh important ideas 
and skills from Algebra II. Students will garner a deeper understanding 
of linear, quadratic, exponential, logarithmic, and rational functions. 
In addition, students will learn basic principles and applications of 
trigonometry. They will work with angles of rotation as well as right 
angle trigonometry and the unit circle. Requirement: A final grade of 
70 or better in Algebra II or Advanced Algebra II 

Pre-calculus: Trigonometry prepares students for a course in calculus 
by studying the circular functions and their applications. They prove 
the major identities, become proficient at right triangle methods and 
solving trigonometric equations, and explore the analytic properties 
of trigonometric graphs. This course is designed for students who  

 
have a strong interest in mathematics or the sciences. Requirement: 
A final grade of 85 or better in Algebra II, an 80 or better in Advanced 
Algebra II or Algebra III, or special approval from the math department.

Science   
Archaeology of the Southeastern United States   
This interdisciplinary, field-based course will investigate the peopling 
of the southeastern United States, focusing primarily on the rich and 
varied prehistoric human history on the Cumberland Plateau that 
dates back to at least 9500 BC +/- 500 years, while also considering 
the relationships between landscape, the underlying geology, and 
human settlement patterns. Here at St. Andrew’s-Sewanee School, 
we are uniquely situated to do both given our unique position in an 
archaeologically-rich and geologically-fascinating location. Through 
field exploration of rock shelters and surface sites dotting our campus, 
in combination with active participation in an ongoing archaeological 
excavation and experimental archaeological experiences, as well 
as more traditional classroom learning through direct instruction, 
readings, class discussion, and addresses from visiting lecturers, the 
course will address the guiding questions of: How and when did 
ancient peoples arrive in the southern United States? What natural 
resources drew ancient peoples to the Cumberland Plateau? How 
were they utilizing geological features and other natural resources 
on and near the St. Andrew’s-Sewanee School campus over time? 
Students will employ current current scientific methodology for 
identifying new archaeological sites, collecting, cataloging, and 
interpreting archaeological artifacts, and contribute to real and 
ongoing archaeological research. 

Wellness   
Health and Fitness students discuss health topics covered in Current 
Health magazine. Students write a paper analyzing their diet and set 
goals to help them improve their eating habits. FITNESSGRAM Tests 
are used to analyze each student’s physical fitness. The students 
set individual goals to help them improve their overall fitness level. 
Students are exposed to a wide variety of exercises, including yoga, 
weight training, and cross country running. The goal of this class is to 
empower students to take charge of their lifetime health and fitness.
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Arts   
Performing Arts   
Filmmaking Filmmaking will cover both the physical and artistic 
elements of filmmaking, while giving students hands-on practice in 
both filming and editing their work. Topics covered will include the 
mechanics of filming, elements of cinematography and film design, 
and video editing using Adobe Premiere Pro. Analysis of film will also 
be integrated so that students see how the mechanical elements of 
film are handled by professional filmmakers and directors. 

Guitar Ensemble provides students of any skill level an opportunity 
not only to read music in a group, but also to learn practical and 
fun ways to use the musical tools that a guitar (or bass guitar) 
player needs to perform all styles of music. The class will focus on 
basic skills with more advanced students helping less experienced 
players, as well as having solo opportunities while playing with the 
group. Guitar is a versatile instrument capable of rhythm, harmony, 
and melody. All three musical elements will be explored in the class. 
Combining multiple guitar players into a group, all playing together, 
will offer students the ensemble experience that other instruments 
get through bands or orchestra. Students will perform on campus a 
minimum of four times with possible performances off campus as 
well. Students will be required to attend a minimum of two concerts 
each semester at the University of the South or elsewhere and will 
turn in a written critique of each performance. Each student will 
choose a performance project that will be graded as their final exam. 
This class may be taken repeatedly for credit. 

SAS Vocal Ensemble The purpose of this course is to enable students 
to develop basic performance techniques in a small ensemble 
setting through the study of a variety of musical genres appropriate 
to high school level students.  Ensemble will focus on vocal music 
with student supplied accompaniment based on availability of 
instrumental talent from the student pool.  Emphasis will be placed 
on vocal independence, expressiveness, and stylistic authenticity.  
A basic understanding of theory will be gained through weekly 

rehearsals.  Singers who read music will be a welcome addition, but 
it is not required for those who have excellent ears.  Instrumentalists 
will need to be independent with regards to ability to play, but 
ensemble will be conducted.  Individual students may be asked 
to provide music or lead hymn singing in chapel with instruction 
regarding chapel process provided.  Students will perform on campus 
a minimum of four times with possible performances off campus as 
well.  Students will be required to attend a minimum of two concerts 
each semester at the University of the South or elsewhere and will 
turn in a written critique of each performance.  Each student will 
choose a performance project that will be graded as their final exam. 
This class may be taken repeatedly for credit.  

Theatre Arts is structured to give students a better understanding 
of many aspects of theatre. Because the performing arts experience 
begins with the desire to make art and to tell a story, students learn to 
nurture and support a healthy ensemble so they can create together. 
Each class begins with a series of warm-ups that encourage play and 
creativity. Students learn to use actor tools through consistent vocal, 
physical, and imaginative work. Beginning acting techniques and 
improvisation skills coupled with the study and attendance of actual 
plays and musicals are key components of this course. This class may 
be taken repeatedly for credit.

Visual Arts   
Functional Pottery allows students to learn the basic techniques of 
working with clay both on and off the wheel. Students will explore the 
properties of clay – its possibilities, potential, and limitations – working 
with different forms and decorations to produce pieces, which can be 
used. As students develop stronger skills, more complex and multi-
faceted forms will be explored. Work will be fired in both reduction 
and soda-salt kilns. Assigned projects are changed regularly to reflect 
increasing skills. This class may be taken repeatedly for credit. 

Photography–Community Connections is a digital photography 
course, emphasizing the use of photographic image to make 
considered, social, visual statements. Project work will emphasize 
community connections, with each student producing work that 
relates to or advocates for topics of concern to the local community. 
Methods for building visual narratives while making expressive, 
meaningful, and technically sound images will be taught. Class time 
is also dedicated to in-depth discussions on the social impact of 
photography, building relationships with community partners, field 
methods, and class critiques.

Technical Drawing: Building, Industrial, and Graphic Design 
is a technical drawing focused design course, emphasizing the 
integration of form, space, function, and order into the development 
of products, imagery, and architectural works. Project work will 
emphasize community connections, blending technical instruction 
with studio assignments. Students will design and create ideas 
by combining materials, process/storyboarding, computer-aided 
design, and human factors. Aesthetic sensitivity, technical skills, 
and analytical thought are developed and applied to meet the 
challenge of designing products for the local and global needs of our 
community-based clients.

Spring Semester Courses
Students will receive half credits for these classes.
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English 11/12   
(Juniors and Seniors must choose one course)  
American Literature II explores the representative literature of 
the late nineteenth and the early twentieth centuries. Students will 
compare and contrast numerous works of poetry and prose while 
pursuing the corresponding historical and cultural developments 
of the day as a backdrop. They will find that the literary movements 
of these decades reflect the times in which they formed. We will 
read literature from a range of voices, including, but not limited to, 
the work of writers such as Emily Dickinson, Mark Twain, Charlotte 
Perkins Gilman, T. S Elliott, Ralph Ellison, Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, Gertrude Stein, and William Faulkner. Texts may include: 
The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Shorter 8th edition, Vol II: 
1865 to the Present, As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner, and The Great 
Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald..

British Literature II (from 1800) Explores themes which can be seen 
in 17th-20th century English novels. We will discuss honor (personal 
and societal honor), power (how it is gained or lost, and what the 
price of power involves), social norms (what is considered acceptable 
and unacceptable in English society), religion (the place of religion in 
British society and within individuals), and nature (the relationship of 
human beings to the natural world), among other ideas. Texts may 
include: The Picture of Dorian Gray, Frankenstein, Pride and Prejudice, 
and Tom Jones. 

Literary Foundations: The Hero’s Journey is a genre-based course 
in which students will see the common themes and recognizable 
patterns that arise across cultures and throughout history. This 
culturally universal theme focuses on value and morals as well as the 
discovery of an individual’s identity, struggle, and eventual triumph. 
Texts may include: The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkein, The Hitchhiker’s Guide 
to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams, a collection of Anansi myths, and 
The Iliad by Homer.

Madness in Literature analyzes how writers have explored the 
theme of madness in their writing. Students will read literary works 
from ancient time to the present in which characters grapple with 
their hold on sanity. This course is not a study of mental illness itself, 
but rather an examination of the ways in which authors use madness 
as a metaphor for the human condition and experience, focusing 
on the following categories: divine madness, love-driven madness, 
the intoxication of power, madness of war, and societal control and 
suppression. Students will engage in a variety of writing assignments, 
from analytical to creative, in order to deepen their understanding 
of the texts and the themes of the course. Texts may include: Medea 
by Euripides, King Lear by William Shakespeare, Streetcar Named 
Desire by Tennessee Williams, Fight Club by Chuck Palahniuk, We’ve 
Always Lived in the Castle by Shirley Jackson, Freshwater by Akwaeke 
Emezi, and short stories by authors such as Edgar Allen Poe, William 
Faulkner, Thom Jones, Jorge Luis Borges, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, 
and Edwidge Danticat.

Shakespeare Post-1600 Shakespeare Post-1600 traces specific 
themes throughout the second half of Shakespeare’s career. We will 
primarily focus on, with the exception of King Lear, the “problem” 
comedies and the tragicomedies. We will practice formalistic criticism,  

 
 
and we will analyze the plays using critical sources. This course also 
will explore the different screen and stage adaptations of the plays, 
and we will perform our own adaptations of specific scenes. Texts 
may include: A Winter’s Tale, Troilus and Cressida, Measure for Measure, 
Twelfth Night, and King Lear.

Writing Workshop: Multi-Genre Study provides students with 
the tools and guidance needed to critically analyze the writing of 
poets and playwrights, as well as the work of fiction and nonfiction 
authors. A focal point of the class is interacting with writers who will 
visit the classroom in person or through Skype. Authors expected 
to participate are Matthew Baker, Nickole Brown, Bryn Chancellor, 
Tiana Clark, Lee Conell, Jessica Jacobs, Nina Swamidoss McConigley, 
Hannah Palmer, and David Roby. Students will gain insight into these 
writers’ processes and have the opportunity to ask questions about 
their work. In workshop, students will develop skills in both giving and 
receiving thoughtful comments that aid in the growth of all young 
writers. Texts may include: Crossroads: Creative Writing in Four Genres 
by Diane Thiel, If You Find This by Matthew Baker, and selections from 
East Indians and Cowboys by Nina Swamidoss McConigley, Equilibrium 
by Tiana Clark.

History and Humanities   
War and Peace: Interstate Conflict, Security, and Resolution 
explores the two intermittent outcomes of the continuous and 
dynamic nature of social interactions in world politics - war and 
peace. In turn, these social events are connected by social conflicts 
that may, or may not degenerate into a crisis situation and war. 
This course explores the genesis of social conflicts, their possible 
resolution, or their ultimate degeneration into crisis and war. Since 
the conflict-crisis-war cycle is born out and nurtured during times of 
“peace,” we will focus on that tract of time in order to understand the 
nature of social conflicts, the evolution into crisis, and the conditions 
for their potential resolution and/or degeneration into mass violence. 
Accordingly, this course will survey different definitions of conflict, 
security, stability, peace, war and their significance in both historical 
and contemporary perspectives. It will explore the causes of mass 
violence (war) and interstate peace and their gradations in the 

Spring Semester Courses continued
Students will receive half credits for these classes.
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international state system. It will review the basic literature on military 
strategy and its relation to the onset and evolution of international 
crises, war, and peace. It will discuss major philosophical works on 
the notions of conflict, security, violence, war, and peace among state 
actors. This course’s main unit of analysis is the state and the state 
system.

Interdisciplinary Studies
Introduction to Art History offers students a survey of the 
development of Western art and architecture from prehistoric 
through contemporary eras. Students will not only be exposed to the 
formal elements of visual expression – color, line, space, etc – but will 
also understand the importance of context in the creation of works 
of art.

Special Studies Seminar: Collaborations Across the Curriculum 
In Special Studies Seminar, students experience the challenges 
and rewards of pursuing their individual intellectual interests at an 
advanced level. After discussing common readings that address 
the craft of research in noteworthy ways, students choose one of 
two tracks: humanities or sciences. Students then gain instruction 
and practice in research methods, laboratory techniques, or field 
investigations, and they produce a significant paper, project, or 
exhibition that brings together theoretical or veritable contributions 
from two or more disciplines. Finally, students participate in an 
academic conference, such as Scholarship Sewanee, and deliver 
oral presentations on their original work, thereby demonstrating 
competency in the new basics of collaboration, problem solving, 
and presentation skills. This team-taught seminar is appropriate for 
students with sustained interests across the curriculum, including 
humanities, arts, and sciences.

Math   
Statistics and Probability is designed to be an introduction to 
elementary statistics. Students will learn how to interpret data, 
apply mathematical models to various scenarios, and use statistical 
inference to draw conclusions about populations. Students will also 
explore probability, learning counting principles and basic probability 
distributions. Requirement: A final grade of 70 or better in Algebra II or 
Advanced Algebra II. 

Pre-calculus: Math Analysis prepares students for calculus by 
studying function types, developing advanced problem-solving 
skills, and exploring limits and other foundational notions of calculus. 
This course is designed for students who have a strong interest in 
mathematics or who enjoy the hard sciences. Requirement: A final 
grade of 85 or better in Algebra II, an 80 or better in Advanced Algebra II 
or Algebra III, or special approval from the math department 

Science   
Forensic Science is the application of science to criminal and civil 
laws enforced by investigative agencies in our criminal justice system. 
This course will incorporate biology, chemistry, physics, anatomy and 
physiology, anthropology, mathematics, communication skills, and 
critical thinking skills into a comprehensive survey of today’s crime 
lab activities. Students will be introduced to the kinds of careers 
that are possible in forensic science and the skills needed in order to 
pursue this work. Students will understand that what goes on behind 
the scenes in a crime lab is often more involved than what they see 
on television. During the course of their study, students will engage 
in a combination of reading, writing, hands-on labs, and virtual crime 
scene analysis.

Wellness   
Health and Fitness students discuss health topics covered in Current 
Health magazine. Students write a paper analyzing their diet and set 
goals to help them improve their eating habits. FITNESSGRAM Tests 
are used to analyze each student’s physical fitness. The students 
set individual goals to help them improve their overall fitness level. 
Students are exposed to a wide variety of exercises, including yoga, 
weight training, and cross country running. The goal of this class is to 
empower students to take charge of their lifetime health and fitness.

Spring Semester Courses continued
Students will receive half credits for these classes.
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Each afternoon students scatter across campus and the 
community for a variety of activities. In addition to interscholastic 
athletic competition, students have a broad range of activity 
options or may design and receive approval for independent 
programs in areas not available through the school. Past 
independent programs have included dance courses, fencing, 
karate, band promotion, and horseback riding. 

Afternoon Programs are considered part of the curriculum and 
are listed on student transcripts. Students commit 6–12 hours 
each week to their Afternoon Programs for the duration of our 
12-week seasons. 

Middle School
Middle School students are strongly encouraged to participate 
in afternoon programs but are not required to do so. In 6th 
grade, we encourage students to participate in an afternoon 
program at least one trimester. In 7th and 8th grades, we 
encourage students to participate in an afternoon program two 
or three trimesters, one of which should include an athletic team 
offering.
 
While participation in afternoon programs is not required, 
choosing to participate in an afternoon program does involve 

an important commitment to the sponsor/coach and other 
participants in that program. Once the drop/add period is over, 
middle school students may not drop out of or change their 
afternoon program. 

Upper School
Students in 9th and 10th grades must do three seasons, one of 
which must be physically active. Eleventh graders must do two 
seasons, one of which must be physically active. Seniors must do 
one physically active season. TSSAA and MTAC rules do not allow 
5th year seniors who are 19 before August 1 of their senior year to 
participate on interscholastic teams.

Afternoon Programs
* Indicates evaluation or permission required. Non-physically active

MIDDLE SCHOOL FALL SEASON MIDDLE SCHOOL WINTER SEASON MIDDLE SCHOOL SPRING SEASON

Cross Country Boys’ Basketball Baseball (8th Graders Only)

Farming (3 days) Girls’ Basketball Farming (3 days)

Football Swimming* (3 days) Landscape Painting (3 days)

Golf (8th Graders Only)* Theatre Boys’ Soccer

Mountain Biking (3 days) Wrestling Tennis (3 days)

Girls’ Soccer Yearbook (3 days) Track and Field (3 days)

Theatre Volleyball

Yearbook (3 days)

UPPER SCHOOL FALL SEASON UPPER SCHOOL WINTER SEASON UPPER SCHOOL SPRING SEASON

Athletic Trainer or Manger* Athletic Trainer or Manager* Athletic Trainer or Manager*

Cross Country Boys’ Basketball Baseball

Farming (3 days) Girls’ Basketball Farming (3 days)

Football Outdoor Adventure: Climbing (3 days) Landscape Painting (3 days)

Golf* Strength and Conditioning (3 days) Mind•Body•Exercise (3 days)

Mind•Body•Exercise (3 days) Swimming* Outdoor Adventure (3 days)

Mountain Biking Technology (3 days) Boys’ Soccer

Girls’ Soccer Theatre Tennis*

Theatre Wrestling Track and Field

Volleyball Yearbook (3 days)

Yearbook (3 days)
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